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Notes and Pictures from David Ungers

Here is a bit of history of how my father and uncle decided to get into the business.

In 1935, my grandfather fit an old White Motor Co. truck chassis with a wooden body. “The
vehicle had a chain drive and solid rubber tires”, quoted directly from my father in the Cleveland Plain
Dealer, September 30, 1970, in an article called Madison Brothers Join Motor Home Boom. The article
continues to say, “The motor home his father (my grandfather) built had a body of 2-by-4 lumber
covered with house siding.” Unfortunately, | do not have a photo of this to show you. This might have
been what sparked the interest of my father and uncle in the motor home business.

My father, Paul Ungers, and uncle, Matt Ungers, started the company in 1964 in Madison, OH,
on 3200 County Line Rd. They designed and built the motor homes themselves. It began with a ply-wood
shell (body) in order to make a fiberglass mold which, in turn, made the fiberglass molded shell (body)
with steel and wood roll-bars which are laid inside the shell (body) and are fiber-glassed in place. By “all
hand laid up”, | mean laid by hand, rather than sprayed with chop-guns as they are today, which makes
it more of a durable shell design. The first few motor homes off of the assembly line were called “Redi-
Go Traveler”. These were on a Chevy chassis with a straight-6 cylinder engine. After a few years, they
were renamed the “Ungers Crown Commander”. Though the Ungers Crown Commander used a Dodge
chassis and an International chassis, the Dodge chassis was the most popular with about 800 motor
homes being manufactured within the 10 years of business.

In your letter, you asked how the Ungers Crown Commander compared to the Dodge Travco.
The one-piece molded fiberglass shell the Ungers Crown Commander had is better, in comparison to
fiberglass motor homes created with multiple pieces, which is how the Travco was created. The one-
piece molded fiberglass shell was more expensive to make in its day, though it is overall stronger and
more durable; obviously, there are no water leaks through the seams as there is with a traditional motor
home today. As | said in previous e-mails, the Ungers Crown Commander was one of a kind with all
custom molded fiberglass including outside doors, front grill work, one piece bathroom, engine hatch,
dashboard and a custom wooden interior cabinetry.

In 1974, the company went out of business due to climbing gas prices, sales dropping, and the
high cost of manufacturing.

David Ungers



Ungers construction is solid, with imbedded roll bars for safety and strength

K2TQN’s Mobile Museum at Hamfest in Maryland - 2003



K2TQN's OldRadio Museum
As exhibited at the AWA meet Sept. 2, 1998

Various 1924-1939 ham radio stations, both homebrew and commercial.
The earlier tube gear and Spark transmitters are in the rear.

Visitors admiring the rare 1930's commercial receivers and the big,
160 pound, Hallicrafters 1940 HT-9 transmitter.
Link to photos of radios inside



http://www.flickr.com/search/show/?q=k2tqn&z=e



























